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How to Teach Your Kids to
Value Personal Accountability

Teaching personal accountability is hard but important. What is
the point in raising our kids to achieve great levels of success if
they won't hold themselves accountable to their actions? (Think
of the embezzlement case by Tyco CEO Dennis Kozlowski and the
Gulf oil spill debacle — we don’t want our kids to be responsible
for something like that!)

Important things to remember before getting started:

@ It’s an all or nothing proposition. If you let them get away once, they will learn to
look for loop holes every time in the future.

@ It’s not going to be easy, at least not at first. Expect pushback, negotiation, meltdowns,
blame etc. until it is recognized that each child is personally accountable for his/her own
actions.

It has to be a case of “lead by example”. You have to walk the walk, not just talk the talk.

It has to be explained in a way that they can relate. The best option: find an instance
where your child suffered from someone else’s lack of taking responsibility and use it to
drive the point home.

How to teach them to value
personal accountability

Set consequences ahead of time

Make rules/consequences
very clear

Discuss what they can do and
not just what they are not
allowed to do

Remind or cue them about

expectation and actions to be
accountable

Be consistent

Based on the article by Barbara Leech at
http://afineparent.com/building-character/personal-accountability.html




